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grams established by such departments or agen-
cies. 

(Pub. L. 101–628, title XI, § 1109, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4503.) 
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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 941c of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 4701. Findings and purposes 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) the discharge of untreated water in the 

ballast tanks of vessels and through other 
means results in unintentional introductions 
of nonindigenous species to fresh, brackish, 
and saltwater environments; 

(2) when environmental conditions are favor-
able, nonindigenous species become estab-
lished, may compete with or prey upon native 
species of plants, fish, and wildlife, may carry 
diseases or parasites that affect native species, 
and may disrupt the aquatic environment and 
economy of affected nearshore areas; 

(3) the zebra mussel was unintentionally in-
troduced into the Great Lakes and has in-
fested— 

(A) waters south of the Great Lakes, into 
a good portion of the Mississippi River 
drainage; 

(B) waters west of the Great Lakes, into 
the Arkansas River in Oklahoma; and 

(C) waters east of the Great Lakes, into 
the Hudson River and Lake Champlain; 

(4) the potential economic disruption to 
communities affected by the zebra mussel due 
to its colonization of water pipes, boat hulls 
and other hard surfaces has been estimated at 
$5,000,000,000 by the year 2000, and the poten-
tial disruption to the diversity and abundance 
of native fish and other species by the zebra 
mussel and ruffe, round goby, and other non-
indigenous species could be severe; 
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